
Into The Darkness  
Our Divided Country 
May 11/12 

 Colossians 1:12-14 (NLT) 

…who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in the kingdom of light.  For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 

into the kingdom of the son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Romans 8:1 (Passion Translation) 

So now the case is closed. There remains no accusing voice of condemnation against those who 

are joined in life-union with Jesus, the Anointed One. 

Should Christians ….           ? 

Matthew 12:33-37 

Matthew 5:22 

EVERYONE of us… .has a problem with this!!! 

James 3:1-10 

Matthew 5:7-9 

Matthew 5:13-16 



Ephesians 4:29  

29 Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 

words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. 

(Passion Translation) 

29 And never let ugly or hateful words come from your mouth, but instead let your words become 

beautiful gifts that encourage others; do this by speaking words of grace to help them. 

James 1:19-20 

Reflection Questions: 

• If I asked the 5 people closest to you to describe how you speak (tone and language) what 

would they say? 

• When you review the last few ‘conflicts’ you’ve had with people.  How did you handle it?  What 

words did you use ?  

• Are there particular people you have NO regard for anymore? 

• Do you use vulgarities or any other words that need to be removed from your vocabulary? 

• Should Christians EVER post counter-arguments on social media ? 

Psalm 19:14 

May the words of my mouth 

    and the meditation of my heart 

be pleasing to you, 

    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.



(Large Group Discussion): Message Recap & Digging Deeper 

• Are politics a common source of debate in your family and friend 
circles or no? If they are, what is your participation in those debates 
like? 

• Is the division in our country something that bothers you? Why or why 
not? 

• Read 1 Peter 2:11-17. 

• As Christians, we are never called to sin or accept sin to appease someone else, even 
government. With that being said, is your life marked by all possible submission and unity in 
the way that is described in 1 Peter 2:13-17? 

• Jeff asked whether Christians should look/sound different than non-Christians when it comes 
to division in our country. 1 Peter 2:11-12 sheds some light on that issue. (Remember, 1 Peter 
was originally written to Christians facing persecution and suffering at the hands of their 
rulers and fellow “countrymen”.) If Christians were to truly represent Christ amidst the 
division in America today, what might that look like? 

• Many people are guilty of an overly simplistic, one-sided view of truth within politics. What are 
the effects of viewing truth this way in other areas of our life? In our relationships? In our 
faith? Etc. 

(Small Group Discussion): Personal Application 

• Are there divisive issues – political or otherwise - that require different thinking and/or action 
from you in the future?  

• As Jeff asked during his message, are there any people/groups of people you know you have 
dismissed completely and have no regard for anymore?  

• As a group, take time to confess and repent of any divisive/demeaning speech and/or action 
you have taken part in. 


